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about 50 per cent families have metal utensils worth more than
Rs. 8, in the U,P. about 80 per cent families spend less than
Rs. 5, on this item. In Bihar about 70 per cent families have
utensils worth Rs. 2 or less. The majority of the Khatik and Dhobi
families have utensils worth Rs, 6 to 10. But we rarely come
across a Bhangi family having utensils worth more than Rs. 6.

Ornaments

The ornaments used by these people cannot go beyond
silver. The poorest amongst them manage only with trinkets of
bell metal worth a rupee or two. While in the Punjab only 10
per cent families do not have any silver ornaments, the corres-
ponding figures for the U.P. and Bihar are 31 per cent and 80
per cent respectively, The expenditure on this item also shows
regional variations similar to those observed in the case of ex-
penditure on utensils. In the Punjab 40 per cent families spend
Rs. 5 to 10 on ornaments, 20 per cent families spend Rs. 10 to 20
and 40 per cent families spend more than Rs. 20. In Central and
Eastern U.P., the average expenditure per family on ornaments
is Rs. 7 and the corresponding figure for western districts is
Rs. 17. But in Bihar only 2 per cent families spend more than
Rs. 10 on this item. Here, only about 20 per cent families have
any ornaments. Speaking generally, in the same region, the
Khatiks and Dhobis spend more on this item than the others.

Charpoys, Bedding, etc.

The greater proportion of depressed class families possess
only one or, at the most, two charpoys. During winter, they sleep
on the ground using paddy straw as bedding. Some of the high
caste tenants, especially in Tarai, also sleep on paddy straw but
they use quilts as covering. The depressed class people have
to manage almost solely with paddy straw, for it is only a few of
them who possess even katharis. A kathari is simply a thick
mattress of rags. And in summer too most of them sleep
on the ground exposing themselves to snakes and poisonous in-
sects. In some areas where a family has an insufficient number of
charpoys, the menfolk would sleep on these while women and
children sleep on the floor. Most of the Khatiks, Pasis, Dhobis
and Bhangis possess sufficient charpoys and something in the